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prod’ram is..retiring from- the|"
Postal Seuuce under: con,reb

s1ona1 criticism that - he al-|

lowed‘ the illégal operat' ' to

W;ll‘am 3, Cotter the chxef
post@l inspector,. . is: taking

-early -retxrement for ‘health

reasyay, - Postmaster:, General

‘Ben}a}mn F. ‘Bailar. said:'Wed-|

nesday.- . Postal officials ;i said

“the earlv retxrement ‘has been

unoe'r- ‘dmcuss;on for. . months

.and 3§ ‘unrelated. to; the maxl-,
) tamﬁet’inv controversy. -

Bax;al 's announcement ca'ne
fou_r’da}S .after -the’ chairman

of. a'House ' Post. Office sub-}
'cominiftee released’ aletter to
Bailar wrging the’ postmaster

gengral to fire COttEl- s
Cot}er came “to: the Postal

Serdjed in 1969 after 18 years
: _wtth’fhe ~Central Intelligence
-+ Agejey, during which:fie knew
Jof the ‘mail survelllance -pro-
~grams{His' actions .with: the
. Posta] Service-resulted in the
- endof the:mail survexlla*)ce in
'1973’* S : %

Rép:; Ctxérles ‘Hi xlson (D—

) Cahﬁ ~whose: subcommittee is
" investigafmg the: mail surveil:
..lance. ‘program,:; wrote: ;. #Mr.
. Cotferlis: o‘bvxously YA capable .
and*dechcated -public:: official, "
_but‘.\mtortunately his’- dedica-}
‘tion3is+ first and::foremost - to

. The postal ofﬁmal who stop- ‘
ped tne CIA’s mail-opening

- queauon of mail -surveillance

this year. PR

‘ment-when -Cotter- ]omed the
“such knowledge would hamper
his.. ability- “to- e'xecute his{’
rpostal reSponsxblhtxes

Cotter misinformed Congress

-other congressional panel that

ler report reveals'that thxs as-

,should he of some concern to

Cotter was unavallable for
comment Wilson criticized

Cotter for faxlm“ to reveal the
existence of the CIA program.
“When I first:.raised- the

back *in- 1973; :Mr.. Cotter
should have come forwaid and
revéealed the existence. of the
project .to. the subcommittee,
but he did not,” Wilson.wrote.
CIA Director. William E. Colby
publicly disclosed-- the “exist-
ence-of. the - progra zuher

““V¥ilson-said . his subcommlt
tee has been told of an agree-

Postal Service “that he would
not-be: asked to reveal any
knowledge he gained as a CIX
agent, . regardless, of whether

Wilson also chalged thati

about” }us knowledge . of the
mail openings. Cotter; told. an-

he had :“no official awareness
of the mail ;uwenllance" after:
he left the CIA project in Del
cember;. 1955.- “The “Rockefel:

sertwn is false)” W:lson \vrote

“Wilson’ told the postmaster
c'eneral that “the contradic-;
tions.in Mr. Cotter’s testimony
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